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Zijia Chen (b. 1999) started studying piano at the age of 3 and entered the Liu Ning Piano School in Shenyang at the age of
6, where he studied with Professor Liu Ning, a disciple of Zhu Yafen, and Professor Nazimuk Alla, a famous Ukrainian
pianist. He is currently pursuing his bachelor's degree at Boston University, studying computer science, statistics, and piano
performance under the D.M.A. Chengcheng Ma, and Professor Tanya Gabrielian. During the pandemic, Mr.Chen returned to
Guangzhou in September 2020, and studied piano under professors Helen Sim and Du Ningwu at the Xinghai Conservatory
of Music.
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At the age of 13, Zijia Chen accomplished the Grade 9 Certificate of the Central Conservatory of Music (the highest level in
China at that time), Meanwhile, he actively participated in several piano competitions: he was awarded the first prize in the
Liaoning Region of the "Rising Star Music Festival" (2008) and the Silver Medal in the National Final (2008); and a bronze
medal in the 3rd Four Hands Competition of Liu Ning Piano School.
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Zijia began his college career at State University of New York at Buffalo. He enrolled in the College of Arts and Sciences,
studied computer science, and studied piano performance with Eric Huebner, a principal pianist of the New York
Philharmonic. On the recommendation of Prof. Huebner, Chen performed Debussy's famous organ concerto "Le Banquet
Celeste" with the Buffalo Organ Orchestra (conducted by Thomas Kolor), which drew a strong response. Since then, Chen
Zijia has been invited by the school and the city of Buffalo to give recitals, which often received great reviews from the local
community.
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In addition to piano recitals, Zijia Chen is also a frequent participant in chamber music: with the world- renowned piano
pedagogue Konstantis Papadakis, performing Debussy's famous two-piano works, Nocturnes, L.91, CD. 98. In addition,
Zijia Chen is also very enthusiastic about trios and collaborations with singers from Longy Music Conservatory.
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This concert is Zijia Chen's first solo recital in Boston.
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